Words to Consider: “Jesus showed no undue loyalty to his religion or to his country but radically
critiqued both of them whenever they demanded to be ‘worshiped.””

Richard Rohr

% SUNDAY, JULY 7,10:00 AM, Worship: “Oh Freedom!” intergenerational worship followed

by our annual picnic.

off the street to join the festivities.

FBCPA ANNUAL PICNIC! Everyone! Come join us for the fun THIS
Sunday, July 7, after worship! The Outreach Team has planned a great event
for us. They will furnish the hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments and
beverages. You are invited to bring whatever else you'd like to make the
perfect picnic. There will be fun games to go with the fabulous food. Feel free to wear your
picnic clothes to worship. Invite friends, colleagues, family members, neighbors or strangers

% BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, July 9 at the home of Thelma Parodi, 543 South El Monte
Avenue, Los Altos, at 10:30 AM. Let Pastor Rick know if you need a ride.

_._-—--—" The SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JULY is for two EHP

programs — their Summer Food Program and their Back

. to School Program. EHP is providing nutritious lunches

for children ages 4 — 18 who attend their weekly Summer

# Food Program. The kids participate in a program of arts

and crafts, hands-on learning in the vegetable and fruit
gardens, and a reading program. They also provide new
backpacks, school supplies, and clothing, including
school uniforms as children head back to school. Along
with our friends at Covenant Presbyterian and with the
assistance of our own children and youth, we plan to
purchase backpacks and fill them. Your donation of

cash new backpacks and school supplies will be greatly appreciated. Our goal for this

offering is $500.



The SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JUNE was for One Great Hour of Sharing. We have received
$878 toward our goal of $1000.

PEACE CAMP, Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America summer conference, July 15-20,
2013, Gonzaga University, Spokane, Washington. This year’s theme is “Entertaining Angels:
Peacemaking through Radical Hospitality.”

‘New Jim Crow’ turns back civil rights

By Bob Allen (Associated Baptists Press) June 24, 2013

Four decades of America’s “war on drugs” has brought on a “New Jim Crow,” creating “a growing under-caste”
primarily of people of color, and turned back many of the hard-won advances of the Civil Rights Movement, an
acclaimed civil-rights lawyer and legal scholar told American Baptists gathered for their biennial national meeting
June 21-23 in Overland Park, Kansas.

Roy Medley, general secretary of the 5,200-church American Baptist Churches USA, said planners invited
Michelle Alexander, former law clerk for U.S. Supreme Court Justice Harry Blackmun and author of The New Jim
Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, to the group’s first-ever Mission Summit in tribute to the
denomination’s historic concern for both personal faith and social justice that prompted Northern Baptists to
support the abolitionist movement prior to the Civil War.

“We've invited Dr. Michelle Alexander, because of that rich tradition that we have of concern for justice, to speak
to us about an emerging issue in our country, a new social challenge that is also related to race and to poverty, as
we consider the issues around mass incarceration, those who are coming out of prison and how many of them
lose their rights as citizens as they come out,” Medley said. “How do we deal with that New Jim Crow aspect of
our social life in this country?”

Alexander, an associate professor of law at Ohio State University, said today’s prison system, instead of reducing
crime, functions as “a system of racial and social control.” She called for a “new abolition movement” that shifts
from punishment to a restorative and rehabilitative approach to non-violent crime.

“Rather than having ended the racial class system, we have simply revised it by targeting black men through the
war on drugs and decimated communities of color in the United States,” Alexander said.


http://www.amazon.com/books/dp/1595586431
http://www.amazon.com/books/dp/1595586431
http://moritzlaw.osu.edu/faculty/bios.php?ID=2

Alexander said statistics show that drug use is no higher for black and brown minorities than for whites in suburbs
and on college campuses, but “the drug war has been waged almost exclusively in communities of color.” Rather
than focusing on kingpin drug dealers, she said, police are rewarded for going after “low-hanging fruit” by pulling
over and shaking down people on the streets in poor communities.

In most states a convicted felon loses the right to vote, technically extended to African-Americans by passage of
the 14th Amendment and enforced by the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Checking “yes” to a box on a job application
asking if you have ever been convicted of a felony automatically disqualifies job seekers, particularly if they are
African-American.

Jobless men trapped in segregated communities in some places cannot get food stamps, Alexander said, adding
up to a system that seems geared toward sending released convicts back to prison.

She termed it “a new system of racial and social control that would certainly have Dr. King turning in his grave.”

Alexander said when she first started working on her book, mentors and colleagues tried to discourage her,
saying it would harm her career. Recently, however, she said she detects a budding movement to end mass
incarceration.

“I believe a movement will emerge in the United States, and the question is will people of faith be leaders or will
they be on the sidelines waiting for others,” she said.

Joys:

*'_

Birthday joys: belatedly to Marcia Heydon (June 29) and Anthia Halfmann (July 2);
Betsy Anderson (July 8)

Lois Ville for a marvelous women’s brunch last week

Michael Holmes for his grandmother, Marcia Heydon, on her 91 birthday
Sachiko Berry for Paul Tuan who continues to improve after surgery

Charlie and Ruth Clark on the occasion of their 10" wedding anniversary

Nana Spiridon for Lisa who just graduated from her 3 year program

For the music of Ruth Winter
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Concerns — New:

For Laura Garcia recovering at home from shoulder surgery

Carolyn Shepard for Dorothy Aker who had surgery today at Sequoia for a broken hip
Lois Ville for her Aunt Lynn in Woodland who is suffering from atrial fibrillation
For Kathy Gillam and her husband, Dick, as they travel in France and Italy

For Dan and Laurie Cudworth as they travel to Hawaii to celebrate their anniversary
Sachiko Berry for Corey Syverson who will be having surgery for a torn ACL on 7/5
For the family and friends of former FBCPA choir director, Tom Gray, who died last
week in Gilroy

Pastor Rick for Charlotte Jackson who had hip surgery at Stanford this week

For Lynn Hunwick who fell and injured his leg
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http://projectvote.org/felon-voting.html
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Bob and Lucille Towner as Bob was hospitalized over the weekend and is now back at
Manor Care in Sunnyvale

Laura Garcia for Janice and other family members with health concerns

For Joanne Jones who is suffering from back pain

For Patrice and Richard Heath as she lives with terminal cancer

For Oleta Proctor with ongoing health concerns

For Don and Mary Granholm, Ruth Clark, Earl and Virginia Knechtel, Carl Schilling,
June Lee

For Dan and Sarah Chetti and their mission work in Lebanon

For Dan Buttry and his mission work as a global peace advocate

For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan

For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India

For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua

For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere

For the well-being of our church: wisdom and guidance for our leaders and its future
For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local)

For the care of the earth

For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity

For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for
the abused and oppressed, and hope for the future

For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to
heal our communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free
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